James Richard Patterson
September 7, 1941 - December 20, 2024

It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Jim Patterson, 83, on
December 20th, 2024. A beloved father, grandfather, and cherished friend,
Jim was known for his steadfast dedication to his family, his career in law
enforcement, and his passions that filled his life with purpose.

Born on September 7th, 1941, Jim led a life marked by service, adventure,
and a love for nature. For more than 25 years, he served in law enforcement,
where he was deeply respected for his role in underwater recovery efforts,
helping to bring closure to countless families. His commitment to protecting
his community left an indelible mark on those he worked with, those he
helped...and played an active role in many, many shenanigans, keeping light
in a challenging career.

As a grandfather, Jim was a source of wisdom, humor, and unwavering
support. He was deeply loved by his wife of 50 years, Karen (Wright)
Patterson, children Jimmy, Steve (Connie), Jeff (Sue) Patterson, Lori (Marty)
Peck, Kerry (Miller) Wilson, 14 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren, brother
Pat (Edie) Patterson, sister Erlyne (Boyd) Wilson, and extended family, always
offering guidance, kindness, and a steady presence. Jim was preceded in
death by his parents Earl and Florence Patterson and son James, Jr. His
family was his greatest pride, and his love for them was boundless.

Beyond his professional life, Jim had a profound love for the outdoors. He was
an avid hunter, spending countless hours in nature, always in awe of the
wildlife around him. Whether it was tracking deer, hunting elk, dipping smelt



from a stream, or simply watching the seasons change, Jim found joy and
solace in the world around him.

Jim will be remembered for his integrity, his adventurous spirit, and his
enduring love for the people and activities that brought him joy. His passing
leaves a hole in the hearts of all who knew him, but his legacy will live on
through the many lives he touched.

A celebration of Jim’s life will be held Saturday, December 28th at the
Kalkaska Church of Christ. Visitation will be at 10am, service at 11am with a
luncheon to follow. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to
Heartland Hospice of Traverse City in Jim’s memory as an opportunity to
bless more families with their love and support.

Rest in peace, Jim. You will be deeply missed but forever remembered.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Kalkaska Funeral Home and Cremation
Services.



Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 28. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Kalkaska Church of Christ
1725 W Kalkaska Rd NW
Kalkaska, M| 49646
http://www.kccwired.com

Celebration of Life

DEC 28. 11:00 AM (ET)

Kalkaska Church of Christ
1725 W Kalkaska Rd NW
Kalkaska, Ml 49646
http://www.kccwired.com


http://www.kccwired.com/
http://www.kccwired.com/

Tribute Wall

Marty and family so sorry to hear this. Condolences to you all.

Cindy Ingalls - December 26, 2024 at 05:35 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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Kerry Lynn - December 25, 2024 at 06:42 AM

Jim was always outgoing and friendly and an asset to our community. |
feel bad we were not able to be there for you Karen & the family. | just
found out today that he passed. We are both so sorry, he was a
wonderful friend and counselor to many people and he will be missed.
We always referred to him as "Teddy Bear" as that is what he reminded
us of. Always jovial and in a good mood and helping others. Rest in
peace Jim and know you will be missed.

Our deepest sympathy to You, Karen & all of your family. Our prayers
are with Y'All.l

Rodgers - December 28, 2024 at 10:33 PM

Jim and | came in the MSP together and both were assigned to the
St. Clair post. We became instant friends and spent the next 55
years enjoying family get togethers, fun trips, cross country skiing
and much much more. You are my best friend, RIP my buddy!

Jim & Barb Steggall - December 24, 2024 at 09:26 AM



